
MINUTES OF THE

HEALTH AND HUMAN SERVICES INTERIM COMMITTEE

Wednesday, April 16, 2008 – 2:00 p.m. – Room C250 State Capitol

Members Present:

Sen. D. Chris Buttars, Senate Chair

Rep. Paul Ray, House Chair 

Sen. Allen M. Christensen

Sen. Jon J. Greiner

Sen. Scott D. McCoy

Rep. John Dougall

Rep. Jack R. Draxler

Rep. Julie Fisher

Rep. David Litvack 

Rep. Rosalind J. McGee 

Rep. Merlynn T. Newbold 

Members Absent:

Rep. Wayne A. Harper 

Rep. Phil Riesen 

Rep. Stephen E. Sandstrom 

Staff Present:

Mr. Mark D. Andrews, Policy Analyst

Ms. Catherine J. Dupont, Associate General Counsel

Mr. Thomas R. Vaughn, Associate General Counsel

Ms. Joy L. Miller, Legislative Secretary

Note: A list of others present, a copy of related materials, and an audio recording of the meeting can be found at www.le.utah.gov.

1. Committee Business

Chair Ray called the meeting to order at 2:20 p.m. Members of the Committee and staff introduced

themselves.

MOTION: Rep. Fisher moved to approve the minutes of the November 14, 2007 meeting. The motion

passed unanimously. Rep. Dougall and Rep. Newbold were absent for the vote. 

 2. Substance Abuse and Misuse

Sen. Howard Stephenson stated that harm from prescription drug abuse and misuse is a serious problem

and that unintentional fatalities due to prescription medications are increasing. He raised several policy

questions related to the issue. He indicated that provider checking of the controlled substance database

should be mandatory.

Rep. Brad Daw discussed the controlled substance database and stressed the importance of having a

database that is functional and easy to access. He noted the importance of education and enforcement to

address prescription drug misuse and abuse.

Dr. David Sundwall, UDOH (Utah Department of Health), outlined the committees and partnerships that

have been established to address the issue, and the steps that are being taken to educate all providers by

June 2009.

Ms. Francine Gianni, Department of Commerce, updated the Committee on the request for proposals to

provide computer software development for the statewide pilot of a real-time controlled substance

database required by 2008 General Session H.B. 119, "Controlled Substance Database Amendments,"

and stated that the Department is working closely with other departments to meet the July 1, 2008

deadline.

Ms. Michelle McOmber, Utah Medical Association, indicated that a mandatory database checking

requirement would create problems with some medications and that checking should be limited to drugs

that are addictive. She stressed that the best course to address prescription drug abuse and misuse is

education and establishing appropriate guidelines.
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Ms. Erin Johnson, UDOH, pointed out that the controlled substance database should only be accessed

with a provider ID. However, some physicians have provided their ID to staff to access the database.

Mr. Dave Gessel, Utah Hospitals and Health Systems Association, indicated that the roles of hospitals

and physicians do not include acting as an arm of law enforcement and questioned why police are not

looking at the database regularly to identify those who are abusing drugs. He also urged caution about

making providers and hospitals liable for a patient's becoming addicted to drugs.

MOTION: Chair Ray moved to request approval from legislative leadership for the formation of a

subcommittee to meet three times during the interim to more fully address the issue. The motion passed

with Sen. Christensen voting in opposition. Sen. McCoy and Rep. Dougall were absent for the vote.

3. Death Certificate Procedures

Sen. Greiner explained the concern of funeral directors regarding the time it takes to complete death

certificates. He said funeral directors would like consideration from the medical community on distance

and coordinating times of doctors to complete the certificate within the statutory time frame.

Mr. Barry Nangle, UDOH, gave a presentation explaining the current death certificate process and the

statutory requirements. He discussed the EDEN (Electronic Death Entry Network) which allows

physicians and funeral directors to collaborate online to complete the death certificate. He suggested that

all parties work together prior to shifting any burdens.

Mr. Darren Parker, Utah Funeral Directors Association, explained the time frame involved with

completing a death certificate. He indicated it would be beneficial to increase the number of physicians

registered with the EDEN program and increase the physicians' understanding of their responsibility for

signing a record and doing it in a timely manner. 

Ms. McOmber pointed out that 60 percent of doctors are using EDEN. She expressed her commitment to

work with the UDOH and the funeral directors to educate doctors on the EDEN program. She wondered

whether funeral directors could be allowed to fax documents to physicians.

Sen. Greiner indicated he would like to bring legislation back to the Committee later in the year. 

Ms. Dupont commented that the UDOH has rulemaking authority to designate EDEN as its system for

processing death certificates.

Ms. Deborah Turner, UDOH, stressed the need for educating physicians more about the EDEN system

and warned against modifying the existing system in a way that would shift the burden of following up

with physicians who don't file death certificate information from funeral directors to local health

departments. 

4. Interim Study Agenda

Chair Ray referred the Committee to "Potential Interim Study Topics" which was included in the mailing

packet. Committee members raised the following issues for possible consideration during the year (item

numbers are references to the Master Study Resolution):
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• Item 116 - follow-up to expedited partner treatment for sexually transmitted diseases

• Item 106 - patient safety

• mental health aspect of legal offenders in certain classes of crimes

• Item 75 - aging and disability care and supports

• Item 87 - culturally and linguistically appropriate services

• Item 95 - health disparities

• Item 114 - statewide standards for health care interpreters

• Item 80 - autism; possibly broaden discussion to include access to services for children with

autism and families with children with autism

• Item 94 - health care for the underserved and underinsured (if not to be discussed by the Health

System Reform Task Force)

• receive periodic reports from the Health System Reform Task Force

• update on the preferred drug list 

• Item 92 - emergency medical services paramedic program

• Item 120 - vaccinations

• Item 104 - obesity

• medical homes within Medicaid

• methamphetamine decontamination standards and funding

Ms. Lisa Michele Church, Department of Human Services, suggested that the following items be

considered for interim discussion:

• Item 113 - State Hospital privatization (if legislators are still interested in pursuing this issue)

• Disability funding, including Item 110, respite care

• Long-term care, including Item 84, community-based support structure

• Children's mental health - building a pediatric facility at the State Hospital vs. building

infrastructure for community-based services 

She asked whether the Committee would be interested in attending a Juvenile Court session to observe

child welfare proceedings. Chair Ray asked her to set up a date for those who are interested. 

Dr. Sundwall indicated that he previously sent UDOH's request for study items to Chair Ray. Other items

he would like the Committee to consider include funding for the National Epidemiology Disease

Surveillance System, adequate funding to support the medical examiner, and sufficient funding to

address the increasing rate of obesity in the state.

Ms. Suzette Greene-Wright, Insurance Department, indicated that most of the Department's concerns will

be considered by the Health System Reform Task Force. One other item of concern deals with seniors

and the sale of Medigap policies.

MOTION: Rep. Ray moved that the Committee approve for study the list of issues identified by the

Committee and witnesses. The motion passed unanimously with Sen. Buttars, Rep. Dougall, and 

Rep. Newbold absent for the vote.

MOTION: Sen. Christensen moved to adjourn. The motion passed unanimously. Sen. Buttars and 

Rep. Newbold were absent for the vote. 

Chair Ray adjourned the meeting at 4:00 p.m.


